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deverend Mr. BRO OK E 


ES. | „ 


uon . el bo or B06 
12 1 Baſs een 210101 id i 10 
HEN I wrote to o⁰ 
1 LAST, the a CHIEF ExD I 
- had! in View was, taun - 
maſk the Characters of 
the PRINCE PAL WRI- 
2 | = TERS on borb Sides, en- 
gaped 4 in the Diſpute about the Miracres 
of the PRIMITIVE AC Es; and to expoſe; 
to the World their groß: Diſſimulatiom 
and Fraud, in jointly ſubſcribing to the 
Truth of a cERTAIN Poli Nr, which both. 
of them knew to be falſe. T NIS Point. 
was, that the Mix acts of the Farnzrs 
had no manner of Connexion with Tnost 
Aa: of 
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either convinced by my plain Dealing, or, 


acknowledged, in Plain Terms, the dn 8 


5 bability, that they muſt sr AND or FALL 


(4) 


of Cukisr, and his AposTLES ; and that 
whether they were true or falſe, he 
FounDaT10N, on Which the great Edi- _ 
ce of Chriſtianity tans; Was Wy 
firm and ſecure, © ? 
Since zhis, I have had the Satisfaction 
to find, that my End has been in part 
anſwered already. MosT. of the follow- 
ing Writers on your Side of the Queſtion, 


which is the ſame Thing to me; judging 
of themſelves, that there were no Hopes of 


impoſing longer ſo palpable an Abfurdity 
on the World, have taken a different 
Courſe in this Diſpute from their BRE- 
THKEN, that went before them; have 


Connexion there is: between the Evi- 
DENCE of the Far uRRS and the Aro- 
sTL EGS; and that there is too much Pro- 


together. When 1 ſay MosT of the Wri- 
ters, it is neceſſary that I ſhould except 
, onE *; but whom I do not charge with 
. D  fimuletion common to \his.FRA- 
{ } 1 EM TERNII X; 
* & 8 6f Dr: Ws es free Inquiry againſt 


Mr. Dadiuell's free Anſwer. By Frederick Fell; A. NMI. 
Rector of Deiner feli, Hanni . <p 
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85) 
'TERNITY 3 becauſe 5 does: not ſeem to 
be in bis Genſebο,b g ban bu 
Being there fore _ —— happily. hee 
of the work Train . of:. orihodox:. Diſ- 
ſemblers, and having only ons of the be- 
terodox: Kind on my Hands, it will be 
eaſier to bring this Matter to an Iſſue in 
the /ew. Pages that follow. But, before 
I proceed to this, it ſeems neceſſary to 
ſay ſomething in MMV own/Defence and 
youR's; with whom I-am % linked in 
Opinion, however differently the World 
has judged of ut, oy the saMe- * Apology 
will ſerve for 30. 

It ſeems then, that Iihoje — thought 
to LAUGH at you, when I was really sg- 
Rlous; with juſt as much Reaſon, as I 
have been thought a DersT; while I Was 

pleading for CHAISTIAN ITT. My Since 
rity and plain Dealing has been con- 
ſtrued Art and Refinement by sos, with 
much the ſame Probability, as my De. 
fen of the Fathers has W W 
| Popery by ornens. : 

But if it will be any Satisfaction to the: 
Publicł to be informed of my real Senti- 
ments; THEY Axt, that you had taken 
the 22 proper and certain Way of De · 


fence 


66) 


cep ; that vob have no manner of Rea- 


ſon to be aſhamed of making the Cauſe 


of the | Fathers and the Apoſtles ox, 
Fince it will be certainly found to be fo 


in the End; that the inſiſting on 1 IS 


Mar rk /o much, is not, as sou term it 
Weakneſs and Folly, but Conſſfeney ant 
Courage-;-and that Mr is, in Effect, both 
the beſt Chriſtian, and the % Prateſtant, 
who ſees and owns THIS DOUBLE AURO. 
KITY,--on which bis Religion is built. 
And ' wHoSoEveR ſhall go about impru- 


dently to divide Ir, or fondly imagine, 
that, by giving up oxE PART, he can 
ſecure THe oT R, will moſt certainly, 


when it is 70a late, be found to be a true 
Friend to NEITHER. 3 10 do we in- 
eee ene 
þ van facta eſſe perbibentur poſt tempora Apoſtolo- 

; quam in Scholis Theologicis /Cantabrigiz, 


Gon 2 1747> ſuſcepit, cum pro gradu Baccalau- 
reatus in lacra E bolenniter reſponderet, 


3 Pr:-Midaliton's free Inquir; 
into the miraculous Powers of the primitive Church, 


c. By Z. Brooke, B. D. Fellow of St. . e 


in Cambridge.” 
$511 ;1 


Fence in voux piRsT- PSRTORMANcT; 
and have rigbtly purſued it in you S 


AFL 
deed with uh ig hr Latentions, and may 
poſſibly be at the ſame Time a ſincere 
Diſciple: of Chriſt; yet, I de- 
* he is not ane for mn 
Non ber in fædera Ani! 
lo look upon it, that there was not 
greater Reaſon formerly for Socrates to 
curſe THOSE, who ſeparated Vriirry 
and Virus! in the MORAL SysTEM,' than 
there is 76w to curſe 1 Hos, who ſepa- 
rate the Atubority of the Faris and the 
AyosTLEs in the CRRSTIA NR. And, for 
MY own PART, I ſhould almoſt as ſoon 
chuſe, that the World would impute THrs 
SECOND EPI1STLE, as they did Tus FIRST, 
to Mr. Dodwell, or even to Dr. Middle 
ton himſelf, as place the Author of it in 
the Liſt of theſe faint-bearted Defenders 
of their Faith; tbeſe timid Compounders 
for a Part, which they can never retain; 
theſe ſhort-fighted Subſcribers to poor-in- 
vented, temporary Expedients; which will 
anſwer jut the ſame End in Religion, as 
they do in the State; that is, divert the 
Storm for the prejent Moment, and bring 


it on _ an ee for the 
POS. n 5 gt 4 8 4 7D 13 Ch $47 Fi FO 
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"| as 
- So far as this then I deſerve equal 
Praiſe with you; and ſo far we are 
zealous and conſiſtent Chriſtians together. 
In another Reſpect, indeed, I own my- 
ſelf, with all poſſible Sincerity, your in e- 
rĩor; in that mild and bumble Manner of 
f arguing in general, and eſpecially in that 
„ modeſt and gentle Treatment of your An- 
| tagoniſt, where he plainly lies at y 
Mercy, I pretend not to vie with you at 
ſ all: And though the ſame. profane Judges, 
who thought hardly af my Sincerity, 
1 may, as you intimate yourſelf, think as 
il hardly of vt Genius, for want of 
il that Salt and Acrimony, . which. is the 
| ſeaſoning of modern Seer ee 3 
Jet, ˙•1mꝛ er q ; ' 
Terdagi * — 9 A Ser * 1 rds. 
It would be a Reproach upon you, in- 
deed, if you was not able to ſupport a&hes 
[| Reflexion, in the Temper you was in, with = 
i | 'the Virtues you had adopted, and —_— =_ 
excellent Cauſe you was defending. 
If I was-you, I ſhould even chuſe they 'Y 
Il would add fſartber, that I might have 
1 ſome Merit in bearing their Cenſures, that 
Et. to Writers of my Size the Science of Po- 
| 02 5 lemics 


| 

1 : 
11 | 
- ; & 
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lemics has 5 always OY and chat 
the very Name of it has been reckoned 

an Abſurdity in our Religion; but that, 
in Effect, we looked upon the Sound not 
ſo much unchriſtian as dreadſu!; that the 
Arms, it required, ſat upon our weak and 
tender Bodies, like 7hoſe of Saul upon Da- 
vid, and were too mghty for our Youth 
and Inexperience trwield, inhoud. Eb. 
I am not inſenſible, that bis is one af 
* thoſe Places, which this crooked and per- 
verſe Generation will interpret, as they 
have done before; and that T cannot even 
comment upon a Part of your Preface, 
without a Suſpicion of BAN TER; though, 
in the very Jame Breath I am OOO 
againſt 17. 

To tell you the Turn * an 
at the Expence of your own. Modeſty; 
ince I wrote to you LAST, I have made 
it my Bufmeſs to inquire into your REAL 


Character; and I find, from undoubted 


Intelligence, that you are endued with all 
= thoſe moſt | exce/lext- Accompliſhiments, 

which, I perſuaded: myſelf, I had diſ- 
covered in you: from your Manner of 
g Writing, biz. GREAT CAN Doux, OptN- 
ss o Teupen, and GExEROSITY: of 


{w) 
Spur, together with a large 5 und of 
GO NATURE and CAN Tul Ness, with- 
out the leaſt Mixture of Pxrve, Spike n, 
or DissMoLATTION. I muſt int there- 
fore again, that I do not ſo much Lavcu 
at, as ENV you for theſe admirable Ta- 
lents ; and that both your Intention, and 
your Argument, is not more ſuperivr to 
your Antageniſts, than this ſublime Degree 
of chriſtian Perfection is to bis Chicanery 
and Inucctive. And I defire, that, ance 


For all, you would take Notice, that if 1 


do not imitate. you bere, as uſual, it 
is not becauſe I would not, but be- 
cauſe I cannot. Dr. M iddleton's Ab- 


Jurdity and Diyngenuity are tio much for 


my Portion of the Golpel-ſpirit, and oter- 
come every faint Effort of the Chriſtian 
to forgive. In ſhort, I am in the Con- 
dition of that Satyriſt, vhom indignation 
made a Poet in Spite of Nature; for it 
makes me ſevere, in Spite both of my Re- 1 
gion and my Temper. 1 
Vet, to ſhew you, that I bo at leaſt 1 
ox chriſtian Virtue in vous Degree f 
Perfection, that is, SIMPLICITY ; I will | 
own to you, that Pride may have _ a 
greater Influence over me in his parti- 
cular, than I __ ; for doh in 
carefully 


. 
tarefully ib to the Dictates of my 


F Heart, I do not perceive the leaſt Emo- 
tions of Anger, on Account of my not 
5 BB being anſwered by Dr. Middleton in form; 
yet they riſe to ſome height, when I con- 
ſſdder, that many convincing Arguments 


were entirely thrown away, that they 
have not operated in the leaſt, either on 
che Doctor's Regſoning, or his Practice; 
and that he has neither wirb- held his 
LARGER Work from the World, nor con- 
felled his double Dealing, as I adviſed him 
in THAxr Episr ir. Let us now there- 
fore finiſh the Work, and ſhew that he 
engt to have done Bo H. 

It was obſerved BrFTORE *, that Goa 
bad Conſequences muſt attend the Publi- 
Cation of his LarRGzr WORK ; ſo many 
1 ot and Diviſions: muſt happen 
among Men; ſo many Diſtractions muſt 
Ariſe in the Minds of the moſt inge nuous 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel ; ſo oppoſite was 
.the whole Syſtem to the Sentiments and 
Judgment of the beſt Chriftians in the 
World, that u confiderate Perſon would 
ever hazard &cn a Work; as it would 
_ effect hazarding the Welfare of the 
1 RT 

+ * Epiſtle to Mr. Brooke, page 24. 
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it, out of the World, in any Sort of Con- 


where even Succeſs muſt be Mortification, 
and where Victory, like a Tyrant's, can 


ſurely moſt improper, to give Comfort to 


— mo ee 
— 5 . 
eee eee . 2 —— 
** W r * 


(62) 
Eſtabliſbment, and the Peace of Society, 
for a Trifle. Tunis made me hope, that 
the Doctor never would, whilſt he was 
in his Senſes, be deſperate enough to pub- 
liſh his FREE Inquiry to the World. 
This Deſperation he has ſince ſhewn ; and, 
in Conſequence of it, will have the Plea- 
ſure of ſpending the laſt Remains of his 
Life, in the Service of a Cavss, which 
no good Dkisr would chuſe, which every 
good CHRISTIAN mult abhor. 
To go rtebing hot, as ONE * expreſſes 


troverſy, is a Circumſtance diſagreeable 
enough; but to do /o in a Controverſy, 


"only end in the Confuſion and Diſorder of 
his Fellow. creatures, is a Circumſtance 


grey Hairs, ad ah 1nd the N of one's 
ne 
'T ber were rwo Tries; indeed, 
which would have broke the Force of this 
Reaſoning in ſome Degree; and which, 
if he publiſhed his Work at all, he was 
"Hex adviſed to 8 — The FirsT was, to 
— 9. give 
., Tilos Pref. to ad 49. Vol. I. 


(23) 
give ſome ſolid, or at leaſt ſome plauſible 
D1sTINCTI1ON, between the ArosroLIc Al. 
and the PRIXIITIVE MikACLEs, which 1 
had ſhe wn to reſt on the sax FouNDA- 
TION, and which 0 one as 9et has been 
able to gain ſay.” _ 
The SeconD was, to "a that the 
Canon of - SCRIPTURE Was ſafe, on a 
 Suppoſition, that the Evidence of the Fa- 
'THERS was in the preſent Diſpute invalid. 
But to ox of theſe Points he has ſaid 
nothing better, than he had ſaid before ; 
and to the oTHER he has ſaid nothing at 
all. In regard to the GznviNtzwsss of the 
 APOSTOLICAL Writings, . he repeats * to 
us, only in other Words, the ftale Notion 
of Notoriety, which I had before + ſuffi- 
ciently exploded ;. and to my Defiance of 
him to ſhew a Gosezr MIRACLE better 
ſupported than a Px1M1T1ve oxe, he has 
' replied no otherwiſe, then by ſuch ſcat- 
tered Reflexions in his Work on the In. 
efficacy of Martyrdom; and the Invalidity 
of HUMAN, EVIDENCE, to ſupport Mk A- 
| CLEs, as viſibly tend not to the Efabli/h- 
ment af _ els wk THEM, but to the /b 


ve ion 


<< 
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©. Free Inquiry Sc. page 190. 
F I) to Mr. Brooke, So. 14. 


"48 " verſion of AL. And yet, if wy Challenge ; 
Tl had been diſregarded, bath the Intima- | 
1 tions of his Friends, and the Optcry' erf 
10 his Enemiee, both the Reaſon of the Thing, 
Ii and the Con/iftency of his —— 

ih called aloud for oM DIT IN e TT. 

I Dr. Middleton, both in bis Ix TR ODVUc- 

4 ' "Tory Discounsg, and his LAROrR Work, | 
it muſt be either a REAL CHRISTIAN, or a 
I -PERSONATED oe; and, in bern CHa- | 
1 RACTERS, there was a Neceſſity for him 
nl. to ſatisfy the World, as wo THIS PAR TI- 

i" *EvLanr. If he is a RAT CHRISTIAN, 

1:1 he cannot be / himfelf, without knowing 

1 chat the Aro ToL Ick Mix Acts muſt have 

11 "A better Foundation than the PrxIMITIVE 

It! ots; for Tus he has more than once in- 

| 1 5 Knives 3 in BOTH THOSE PERFORMANCES; 

I! and therefore under the Inflaence of fuch | 

lj . A Religion, he could not poffibly be fo 
envious, as to keep this important Secret 

{| from his Fdlow Chriſtians. If he was 

i only a PfxsoxATED ont, he ſhould at 

it leaſt have endeavoured to make THis 

1 PERSONATED, Character wniform.. 

l | 1 —— Kr 45 imum 

it Wai Ow nene. 

i Is 


9 
3 


Wy, 


Is true of the Dramatis Perſonæ in much 


3 


more rrifliog Farces than this: For a 
Furce it muſt ſtill be called on bis Part 


though many of your Side of the Queſtiog 


lee now the Abſurdity of joining with him 
in it, and theſe, who have already done e, 
wig probably by. this Time had enough, 


2 of | it. 


So far then it appears, Fl, De. Mia 
dleton is neither a GOOD REAL CHRISTIAN, 


nor a GOOD PERSONATED ONE; and, to the 


Tuird CHARACTER of an IxIDEL, he 
has as little Claim in E is Book, as to the 
other Two; for there are at leaſt as many. 
\ Paſſages to ſhew that he is ng DEIST, as 
there are to ſhew that he is No con 
STIAN, _ 
In like Manner Fo Ms it is vity to loſe 
ſuch an Opportunity of finiſhing the 
Doctor's Picture) it may be obſerved of 
the OTHER PARTS of his Character, 
vhich have the moſt agreeable Contraſt in 
his Practice, and in his Writings, By 
his ace * the Tramtrs of the 
Cuvcn, he ſhould rather be an InDz- 
PENDzNT, than a CHURCHMAN ; and yet 
he has faced in them from his early 
Fouth, 
* Free hay, Se. Pref. p. 7. 


— 
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Youth, and paces awkwardly in them to 


| this very Hour, — By his not * taſting 
# the SwezTs of PrxerFikMentT, he ſhould 
. judge it wrong to be bhiaſſed by THM in 
3 his Inquiries; and yet he has xOW as 
'F much as he can get, and is not like to be 
[; ferupulous on TH HEap whilſt he lives, 

I — By his + Reflexion on his Antagoniſts, 
| that they, like TRUr Sol Dirks of the 
it MILITANT Choc, are Prepared to 
[i fight for zvery ESTABLISHMENT, that 
i offers good Pay and Rewards to its De- 
1:1 fenders; he ſhould think, that suck 
| 'FieuTiNG was difingenuous and mean; 
1 and yet His PROJECTED DrrENCE of 
wid. Chriſtianity; in his Letter to Dr. Waterland, 
Wh has all the Air of proceeding from suck 
I's A Sor pre, diſcontented indeed with the 

_ [= Thoughts of being but a PRIVATE Man, 
[ but diſpoſed to do his armoſt, if he kt | 
be made a CAPTAIN. 


Thus again ; as to the Culinzoinn and 
T:mPzr of the Man, exclufive of the 
CnrisTIAN, and the ChvxcHMan, By 
his & profeſſing that his NATURE is 
| FRANK and "OPEN, ane GP diſpoſed 
: not 


\# F ree ebe, &c | Pref: page 7. 
4 Free Inquiry, c. Pref. page Go 
Free Inquiry, Sc. Pref. page 7, 


* 
1 


. 7 : 2 
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not only to SEEK, but to $PEAK what he 
takes to be true; one would conclude, 
that he had exhauſted his Thoughts on 


the PRE N Topic in his Book, and that 
ALL, which is ſaid there, comes from the 
HEART; and yet we never can admit 
this. without ſubſcribing to the greſſeſt of 
all Contradictions, that DEis M and CHRRI- 
STIANITY. KK Ned by a at the 
ſame Mime 5:65 1 «113 % bf 

_By his afluring.* 8 ws. hen where-ever 
he perceives. ANY,GLIMMERING of TxuUTH 
before bim, he readily purſues, and en- 
deavours to trace IT to its Source, with⸗ 
out an Reſerve, or Caution of puſhing 
the Diſcovery. too. far, and opening tov 
great a Glare of ix to the Publick; he 
ſhould not be 1 in the leaſt afraid of calling! 
us the wobole Secret of this Matter. at once; 
and yet his INTRODUCTORY ; D1scourse: 
ſhewe, that he dares not tell that of his 
LARGER Wok k at once, and his LARGER 
Wokk ſhews, that he dares not tell . 
of his N at all. 

By the Comfort that he + tells us, i wy 
feels for not facrificing, the _PHILOSO-: 


PHIC FE REEDOM of A Audious, for the sek- 
| r 1 1 wy F + line 
Oy ree ide ca re p. 7. 

Free Inquiry, Sc. ibid. 


3 a 
vILE RESTRAINTS of an ambitious Life; 
one would be inclined to think, that Am. 
bition was not his Paſſion and that he 
never took any Pains to arrive at the Ho- 
xoursand/Patrramentsof the Church; / 
and yet t1s"APPLICATION | t the higher 
powers on This Account” 18 No SEERET, 
and to make his Way to THEM the eaſſer, ; 
we know with what Sof icrrubr le 
kn try that he might no gef remdin 

under the Hex AXcH§ö A BAN. Tome 
Well, but it may. be Taid;"that/a great 
Part of Tuts may de Tctönctled. = 
ſuppoſe that his Der$91 is Wembled, an 
his On R1SFIANITY pen given out ; — 
that he may, like the e, 1 5 
the Religion of his Coùntry Fe, 
— yet disbelieve it in 73 — + hap 
3 it in the Ti ramels of the = 


who write 75 the Cburch, becauſe they. 
are Bai; and He Bigy applaud. him 
ſelt tor 1178 IPR, and think 
1 at 1 to write againſt it, 


HIS; 5 till 


till he 18 paid as. nts Wen i} 
have the Ambition: in common with the 
Prieſtbood, to uſe his Endeavours to be 
raiſed to the Pixx Ace of the Temple; 
and yet may value himſelf for the want 
of it, when he nd; — —— 
vain. 2 mt SIS 
Be it "la It any one can eden t 5 s 
Account, though I muſt (confeſs it is a 
very lame and imperfect one, I have no 
Objection, Loet the jarring Parts of his 
Character be reconciled in bis or any 
other Manner, it is all one to me; but, 
Reaſoning with him, we muſt take fr, as 
he gives it us Abe other wiſe there 
will be no end of Cenſures for miſrepre- 
ſenting him; and he is /o explicit on the 
Point we are going to try him upon, 
that I chuſe to let him ſpeak for himſelf. of? 
Lb My Oetxron *, in mort, is 118, 
© that in hoſe firſt Etforts of the Goſpel, - 
9 after our Lord's Aſcenſion, the ExxRAÄ- 
© ORDINARY. Girrs, which he had pro- 
e miſed, were, poured out in the py 
% Meaſure on the Aros ges, and thoſe 
© OTHER D1sc1PLzs, whom he had or- 
« dained to be the primary Inſtruments 
of that great Work; in order to en- 


+ © able 
I Free Inquiry, &c. Pref, page 27. 


cc 


n 
* able them more eaſily to over- rule the 
« inveterate Prejudices both of the Jews 
< and Gentilets, and to bear up againſt 
* the diſcouraging Shocks of popular 
« Rage and Perſecution, which they 
<<, were taught to expect in This novictate 
«of their Miniſtr 9909 0 
He in many other Places 0 Mü 
ſelf to much the ſame Purpoſe; fo that 
he forces himſelf upon us as a BeLIE VER in 
the Goſpel; and we muſt admit him for 
the preſent of ou OR DSR; a little un- 
happily indeed for nis Srsr EM, however 
requiſite for #1Ms:Le ; for it requires no 
great Skill in Divination, to foretel, that 
as long as the Nzw e ag is true, | 
unis Worx cannot ſtand, of 
Let us try TH1S — even in tuch " 
Parts of the primitive Accounts, as in 
the Doctor's own R lie the mo? | 
defenceleſs and expoſed. * 
The Sincerity of the Apoſtles, is A 
the Corner SToxt of the Truth of 
the Curisrian MiRactes, and 
Martyrdom is the Cox ER Stonz of 
their S1NCc*rITY. The Caſe is exactly 
the fame with the PRIMTTIVI FaTH ERS 
n their MIRACL: es; and the Nature, 
| | Uſe, 


1 


Uk, and Deſign, of THEM, ALL, has 
| been ſhewn to be ſo. exactly ALIKE, that 
it is as impoſſible to ſeparate them, as to 
ſeparate 5 2 which have but one 
common Life. 

Now, What does the Doctor * to 
this? Why, without taking Notice of 
ſuch an Objection, he ſays ., that the 
« Circumſtance of Martyrdom adds 10 
Weight to the Teſtimony, of THOSE! 
« that ſuffer it, in Preference to that of 
* any other juſt and devout - Chriſtian: 
% whatſoever.;” and in regard to the 
Evipexce for MikAckEs, he bas many 
Pages to I ſhew, that now can be ſuffi-. 
cient: For having brought Inſtances from 
many Hiſtorians, whom we believe in the 
common and ordinary Occurrences of Life, 
and reject in the extraordinary and ſuper- 
natural, he concludes Thus; © Theſe 7 


« Inſtances are ſufficient. to evince the 
«© Reaſonableneſs and Prudence of ſuf pend- 
ing our Aſſents to RerorTs'of.a MRA. 
* curous KIxp, though atteſted by an 
Authority, which might ſafely be + 


tr u ſted In the Repor t of 0 dinaryBvents.” 9 
The 


cc 


A 


c 


8 Evi to the Rev. Mr. Brooke, 
+ Free Inquiry, &c. page 21 
3 161d. page 219» Soe. 1 


F ˙— aan 


6 22 Y 1 

The plain Conſequence of 118 s . as 
the Doctor * himſelf has declared, that 
the FaTHERs are to be read, like Livy 
and Drowys1vs,. on the HEAD of PRro- 
DIGres. But if the Farness, then the 
AyrosTEts: But the Doctor ſays not the 
Apoſtles ; and therefore 1 ſay, not the 
Fathers; for 10 Difference between them 
is ewf, nor can be; though I defied 
him before to ſhew it in the moſt publick 
Manner; nay, and even F intreated him, 
if that Befahee ſhould fail, to ſatisfy « on 
th Head both myſelf and my WHOLE, 
FRATERNITY, who were a Set of cool 
and difinterefted LaxNHMEVH, very deſirous 
of being informed, how they could be 
Car1sTrIaxs any longer, if once they ad- 
mitting THIS EXTERMINATING PLAN. 
But, to be a little more Particular : The 
Ejzerion of D=zMONs is a Species of 


Miracles which both the Arosroric and, 


PRIMITIVE Records ſet forth in abundant 
Variety; and the Circumſtances, Uſe, 
aui Evidenee, of 50% H, are the sA xs; 
and yet ſee how S the Doctor 


a Reaſons o the _ 
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* U pres WE We. page 218. xY 
+ Epiſtle to the Rey. Mr. Bre, page *. 
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wr It 1 is very LE; ſays, he.*, to believe | 
© what Origen d declares Ache that the 
* 8 0 for the Sake of doing gteater 
. Miſchief t to Men, uſed, to POSSESS, and 
« deſtroy 't their CATTIE: 4 ode in 
8 Fong, know. how hard thts. may. — 
8 Max, who does not beliere his 
Pas but to ſuch * Belieyer of it as 
Dr. Middleton, it is impol flible . there 
#a 1d be any Difficulty. At. all. © He hag | 
there, read, that the Devils, entered. int 
4 Herd of Swine, and, Ii imagine, he cant 
vor Well give 4 e for their 
oing %, than What Origen, has given beg 
fore: But Whether he can or no, the 
MAIN Dirricbl rx, it ſeems, with: him 
is, the POSSESSING of, the Boprzs of BEASTS 


at ol; which, in the Mouth of an In, 


FIDEL, is rational; ; in, the Mouth of Dr. 
Middleton, abſu rd. 


| Farther ſtill- The Poddegiton- bt the 
BACTRIAN' CAMtr,' given us in the Life 
of Hilarion, does not come within 1 YOUR, 
CompPass'; bat” as the Doctor, from 35 
avowed Principles, muſt e Jually 
thought 1, what he now W 


42 


haye 
Is IT, Aa ri- 


| diculous T _— if it had been found i 15 


3 FOLIA XH IN 


* Free lnaules G8. page 88. 
. Free Inquiry, Sc. page 89. 


1 
the Second Century 2s the FouzTn ; 3 © 
it had been atteſted by a JusT1N, as by a 
J=xoM, we may then ſuppoſe 17 to have 
been related by JusTix, and then ask 
him, why he is of 7zþ;s Opinion. Is it 
becauſe the Fury of the Devil, in this i 
Animal, had ſome near Reſemblance to 
the ſame Fury of him in the Swine, and 
that it is equally abſurd to Fopoſe bim 
poſſeſſing theſe Beaſts, or any other ? The 

Doctor has ventured at one half of this 

Reaſon, but bas unfortunately precluded 
bimſelf from the other alf; and yet, I 
am *afraid, he cannot poſſibly make up 
the Deficiehcy by any « other Means, than 
thoſe I have ſuggeſted. 

1 ſuppoſe, you will bei in ſome Pa . | 
this Occafion, as this is a Height to which 
even hu Sincerity has not yet arrived 8 


but 1 deſire you will be compoſed. 
will anſwer for the Succeſs | of the ut ; 
when called upon, and can caſily ſhow, 
that the Squeamiſbneſs of the Doctor here 
is more ridiculous than, the Story. For 
certainly the rosssss In G of BEASTS is a: 
caſy to admit, as the POSSESSING 'of | Men, # 
or any other MIRACULOUS $ OPERATION. | 
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In ſhort, his open and profeſſed Be- 
rler in the Chriſtian Faith is the 
 MasTeR<6TRING; by which you may tie 
down and play with this Proteus, as you 
pleaſe: By the Touch of this, you may 
at any Time call him back to order, 
check his Fits of Pleaſantry, and reduce 
him to the groſſeſt Contradiction. Nor can 
he have any other Subterfuge left (if that 
can be called a Subterfuge) than to deny 
all that he has granted, take Shelter in 
Dis, and begin his Work over again, 
And, when he does jo, we ſhall know 


_ eafily how to manage him. I will an- 
ſwer for it, he will be as innocent in this 


New Form, as the or ons; and, in 
Support of this Aſſertion, will give a 
SHORT SPECIMEN of his REAsonING on 
this Subject, without unmercifully taking 
Advantage of bis Situation, and bringing 
him back to his a ut P rofe n bao 
the Goſpel. © 

And as much depend upon 2 ile ? 
pium, quod dat adventens, let us collect the 
Force of his F1R5T | ARGUMENT, and 
Fes it in the no HS; * H ve; Ha 
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Some Chriſtians of the IAST * 
ary; who wrote a few practical Trea- 
tiſes, in which there was no occaſion to 
mention the MigacLes of THAT TIE, 
have accordingly noT mentioned them at 
ALL. — Therefore there never were ANY 
in: the FixsT; Century. But if none in 
the firſt Century, than none in the ſe- 
cond, &c. Ergo — 
As ſtrong as big Reaſoning i is, the Rea- 
Ker will probably think, that it cannot 
afford to ſuffer any Diminution of its 
Strength: And yet it muſt; becauſe the 
Word Y ALT, : in its genuine Senſe, 
means soMg EXTRAORDINARY GIFT; as 
it ſtands in a Paſſage of Ignatius's Epi- 
ſtles, which you _ os ue Contra- 
diction, made out T. 

But hear him again. Juſftin + — 
that he ExrouxDED the Scripture by the 
Grace of God. But this could not be; 

becauſe Juſtin's Expoſition is * 

Wrong. » Ergo, &c. bs 
The Reader | muſt know, that, THIS 

r. He: s 4 Sant of M 


10 (AS men. 
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F_ See an Examination of Dr. Middleton's Free In- 
quiry, Sc: ch. 2. ö 

+ Free Inquiry, Sc. page 27, Ec. 
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ment to the oTHeR'; oppoſite indeed in 
the Manner of interpreting; but ſtill 
exactly ſimilar in its "Ingenuity and 
Strength. For, as to make the FOR MER 
of any Force, he was obliged: to tranſlate 
Y=pigpua an ORDINARY GIrr, Which ſig 
nifies an EXTRAORDINARY ONE:;' ſo HERE 
heis obliged to tranſlate Ns an EXTRAOR= 
DINARY Gr, Which ſignifies an oR Di- 
NARY ONE; and with sven Helps one 
would wonder, that he was not * to do 
Sem Execution than he has. 20 
But hear him a third Time. 0 Ui 0 as AA 
Trenæus affirms'*, that the Girr of 
Tox cus was very ſrequent i in Is T1ME. 
— But this ſame Irenæus WANTED it 
uNnsFLr amongſt the Celtæ, and Was 
forced to LEARN their Language, en 

Te could preach to them. Ergo, &. 
The Uſe, which the Doctor puts the 3 
fortunate Feneus' to HERE; is ſtill worſe 
than that he had put Wa: Words api. 
and 'yaptouz to BRFORE F; for in the 
Paſſage referred to in 3 there is 
not the LEAST Mention” of his being 
forced to LEARN the N of the 
Celtæ at e n 
| 4 15 ine 45 I. 
* Free Inquiry, Se. page gs, Sec. 5 
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If che Doctor endeavours to ſodder up 
this Defect in his Reaſoning, by aſſuring 

us, that the LRAAN ED Cave, whom he 
only copies in this Paſſage of Irenæus, muſt 
be anſwerable for the Miſtake ; this will 
ſhew him juſt as ſneceſsful in ending an 
Argument, as we have ſcen him before 
in m one: For to ſubmit to any 
one's: Authority, i in a Caſe of this Im- 
portance, is bad enough; to do ſo, at the 
very inſtant, that he pretends to be a 
Cbampion for private Judgment againſt all 
Authority whatſoever, is warſe till: To 
do ſ%, with THAT Aur hon, whom he 
has frequently ſpoke ill of, and diſre- 
garded, is worſt f a: But to refuſe to 


follow Tuis SHINING Liehr, in all the 


Excellencies of his Character, and to 
chuſe to do it b/zndly and wiltully in al- 
moſt a $iNGLE ERROR of Conſequence, 
that he has been guilty of, is a Degree of 
Perverſeneſs, one would hardly have 

thought-to find, even in Dr, Middleton 
himſelf. 

The der may be face, I wad not 
detain him long with ſucb Trifling as 
this ; and indeed there is no Occaſion, if 
I was ever ſo well diſpoſed to drudge on; 
| MM 


Can ).:.; 
25 he may find Inſtances enough ef this 
Nature in your Book already done to his 
Hands. Nor is there one of your Fel- 
ou -· labourers in the preſent Diſpute; who 
has not ſeen and expoſed che L asr men- 
tioned BL ux DER, as it deſerves. ort al 
And now, PRoTEsTAmnTs, behbld vous 
Devenvper! ſtand ſtill and ſee after 
this SpEcIMEnt of his Sk ILL and IN E- 
NUITY, what you are to expect from 
such a CHAMrIOR : Conſider likewiſe, 
whether it becomes om, with: jzcb' Argu- 
ments, and /uch Intentions, 'to inveigh 
with ſo much Acrimony both againſt An- 
tients and Moderns; to charge the yu 
CHRISTIANS: um verſally with CREDuLITY 
and ImebsTvrE; and ſome of the nit 
eminent among your BRET HREN with 
Forenr and Dis FECTI on 
If Tars GREAT! Wort, Was to denn 
all accompliſhed ;\ - if the Ba RRIER of 
HIsroRIC Farrx, in regard to Mixa- 
CLEs, was to be broken down, and whole 
Bodies of Men were to be brought in 
guilty of a Crime, Which MANY of 
them, I doubt not, with the ar Sin- 
| Fm of 1 n ſurel it could 
: 01 70, i ban 24 never 
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never be * with Arms Jo bras m_ 
with the 1 
— e exigui . 1 s! 
ech is calculated only to . ee the 
Ignorant, or hind the Unwary. © + 
Ln ſhort, the more I confider the Na- 
ture of Dr. M:dd/eton's ATTEMPT; the 
more I fee the Vanity of it in every Light, 
true, that the Primitive Miracles were 
really wrought; ſurely n Truih of ſuch 
a problematical Nature as this, had ever 
Jo little faid againſt it: — If it be falſe; 
ſurely no Falſity was ever ſo favourably 
treated, and in Danger of being thought 
true again: — If the Attempt was of bad 
Coanſeguence to Chriſtiany; ſurely: 10 _ 
Chriſtian was ever fo:careleſs about it; 
If it was of wo Confequence\;' ſurely no . 
troductary Diſcuumſe, to feel the Pulſes of 
the World, was ever % impertinentiy ſent 
forth: — If it was deſigned in favaur of 
Proteſtants; ſurely an univerſal, and if 
Dr. Middleton will allow the Expreſſion, 
a Sort of miraculous Blindne muſt at 
once have happened to this Sef : — But 
if, what removes 41, Difficulties beft, it 
was deſigned in ravour of Detsm, and 
; to 


3 K 3 1) ; 

to make way, in due Time, for the SUB- 
VERSION of the CHRISTIAN FAITRH; 
ſurely TH18 is ſuch a Cloſe: of an old 
Max's Life, as few but * nn 
Waun chooſe. 

I had before * made it plain, that 1 
STIANITY, as it is at preſent believed 
and taught in THx1s ISLAND, was even in 
a political View of it to be retained; and 
that it was /o ſtripped of all thoſe: bafe 
Arts, which the Policy and Cruelty: of 
Men had joined to it, that it was 
_ eaſy to change 1T for a better, and that 
of Conſequence Hr, Who attempted it, 
was a DisruR BER of SOCIETY. | This was 
the ancient Manner of Reaſoning in re- 
gard to the Gentile Syſtems of Religion, 
in no reſpect comparable to the Chriſtian. 
And Dr. Middleton muſt give us a better 
Performance than His LAsr, to prove 
that 7015 Reaſoning is falſe, and that HE 
HIMSELF, is acting the Part of a * _ 
judicious DEI T. 

Indeed, if Dr. Middleton thinks, he 
the numerous Diſturbances and Confuſions 
in SOCIETY, fince the Eſtabliſbment of the 
. hayg] Wann re not to n wp: 
* 7 to ih Fi; Mr. . page 26. 


LY 


(32) 
-but the ſhears! Practice of 'rurs/Rett- 
:610N 4 and that the Farrn, it requires, 


has a Natural Tendency to bring about 


theſe Efectr; then we muſt confeſs, what 
in u other View we can confeſs, that he 
is acting a prudent and a "generous Part. 
But then I know not whether this be 


his Opinion, and if i is, it is as abſurd 


and unreaſonable an one, as any he has 
maintained in his Book; for if ever ANY 
RxLiolox was more peculiarly calculated, 
to introduce Peace and Good. will amongſt 


Ts, it is the CHRISTIAN. 


Hut it may bere perhaps be urged, in 
— of Dr. Middleton, (and I would 
really omit nothing, that can be urged in 
his Favour) that if I can ſuppoſe him to 
admit ſuch an Opinion as the laſt, why 
cannot I ſuppoſe him to be in earneſt | in 
his irt Profeſſion, and that he is really 
went enough to believe, that he is in THIS 
Wonx defending the Cavs: of PRo- 
TESTANTISM againſt Portry? I would | 

willingly” cloſe with his Account, but 
for "Two Rgaons ; onx of them is, that 
notwithſtanding the many Defetts I per- 
ceĩve in the Doctor's 1 J cannot 
briog myſelf yet to think ſo meanly of 

Vd 
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his Underſtanding. However, as an At- 
tachment to a favourite Hypotheſis does ſo 
frequently blind the Faculties of Men, I 
would grant, that this might be the Caſe, 
if the Doctor had ſhewn any Iaclination 
or Deſign, after he had been called upon 
ſo often, to ſhew;, upon H1S PRESENT PLAN, 
the: -Varibrry of the CANON TCAL 
WaITINs, and the Apos Tore Mika- 
Lis. Toſtead of THIS, his Free Inquiry 
is to defend one Kind of Chriſtianity 
&gain( anther, when he is not invited to 
it, and to leave Chriſtianity ilelf defence- 
loſs, when he 1. ? 
HhBut it is Time todraw'to a Conelikon; 
and to ure you, that both MVSSIT, and 
= FRKTEANNIT Y, of diſintereſted Lays 
x, whom I before acquainted you with, 
ure os: Opinion, that the Juftneſs: of 
Reoſoming, the * Compaſs of Learning, 
the Eaſe and: Perſpicuity of Style, which 
are 10'canſpicuons_in your late Per- 
 formanee, muſt gain yon great Credit 
with: all Men ot Senſe and Letters; 
that THS DIS FUE, as far as we 
have hitherto ſeen of it, is v4/b/p in vouR 
Faxveux; and that it certainly never can 
came to a fortunate Iſſue in the Hands of 
a E ONE, 
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ox, who has nouticr Streiigth enough to 


ſupport his Arguments, nor Sincerity 


enough to give them up; neither Courage 


enough to be a Deiſt, nor Belief enough 
to be a Chriſtian; | neither Sagacity 
enough to chuſe a proper Part, nor Con- 
 fiſtency enough to act it well. 

And nov, if any one ſhould think, that 
there is a certain Aſperity in theſe Sheets, 
which ſavours of Envy and Reſentment ; 
or that there is an Air of that orthodox 


and 7zngqui/itorial Fury, which has poured | 


itſelf ſo plentifully from all Sides on Dr. 
Middleton: Let him Engw, that I am 


| equally a Stranger both to the one and 
the other; that neither I nor MY Co- 


PANIONs have any other Pique againſt 
Dr. Middleton, than that he refuſed to 


ſatisfy us in fuch neceſſary Points, as it 
was his. Duty to ſatisfy ws, and all ingui- 
iti ve Chriſtians; that we will handle 


every other Perſon as freely, of whatever 
Sect he may be called, who ſhall be guilty 
of the ſame Prevarication:; that even Dr. 
STEBBING, with His DristincT10Nns, ſhall 
meet with as littie Favour, wheu they 
ate publiſhed; if they ſhall be found to 
have any Remains * that Duplicity and 


447 20 | | | | — 


; ( A; ) 
D, N. mulation, while Jo, juſtly charged 
upon en. n enn 
Tou have an Orpice, 1 think, in YOUR 
UniversrTY, that of a Mover ator; to 
prefide over the contending Parties, and 
reduce them both from the intemperate 
Sallies of Abuſe, or falſe' Repreſentation, 
of the Queſtion, to the plain and fimple 
Management of the Diſpute before them. 
— Tuts Orricg is much more neceſſary 
HERE, as the falſe Ghſſes and #1 Humours 
of the Diſputants are as gredt, and the 
bad "Conſequences much greater. I have 
hitherte taken upon ine THIS CA. 
RAcrER, and may perhaps AAN: If I 
do, I will '/ hinder bad Metal from being 
palmed upon us from either Qyarter : 1 
will guard againſt the falſe and deceitful | 
Arts, both of the osrExTATIOUs CHAP- 
LAIN, and the DISAPPOINTED LIBRARIAN: 
Iwill permit neither Frerfulneſ nor Spleen 
on the oN Stpe, nor ſpiritual Pride and 
Craft on the OTHER, to impoſe upon the 
quieter and honeſter Part of their Fellow 
Creatures : I will not ſuffer the unnatural 
Conjunction of two ſucb oppoſite Parties, 
to put pom us that Le r of ALL 
21 Assux- 

* * to the Reverend Mr. Brooke, © 
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ARSURPITIES, that the FouxDATION of 
Chriſtianity is /afe, when the Apr ho- 
KITY of the Fathers is deſinafed. In 
| ſhort, I will not reſt, till I haye made all 
the Managers proceed, or at leaſt, bill J 
bave convinced the World, that they ought 
to proceed, according to that Staudara of * 
CONSISTENCY, RzcrituDs, and SIS c- 
Rr y, Which 1 acknowledge in vo ab 
In the mean Time, I aſſure Dr. Mid- 
Alten, that whenever be ſhall be. diſpoſed 
to give any Account at all of the Matter, 
here fo much. inſiſled on, 1 will be the 
Fikser to confute. it, or if I, cangot,.to'ac- 
knowledge that 1 have done him, <vrong. 
The {ame Thing L fay to as bis cory 
ANTacGonisTs.;" or if they, can ſhe naw 
that what 1 — already advanced, though 
under the ſtrongeſt Conviction, is more than 
the Matter will bear, I ſhall immediately, 
with all poſible Ingenuity, recant. it. But, 
as to the MAIN Port, which relates to 
the Founnartion, of Chriſtianity, T am 
reſolved. TMT ſhall be ſearched to the 
0 0 I have Hrar Tu, LxIsURE, and 
NDEPENDENCE ſufficient for this, at 
may addreſs myſelf to THEM ALL with 
2 better Grace than Chamont in the 


Tragedy, 2 - a 
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Inform de, for L tell, yDu⁰. Pause 
pi Kno WI algq A N 15d di, 0 
311 the; mean Time, it /w. ill not, 1 ſup- 
poſe. he expeRed, that: 4 mould nanceth 
mpyſelf at o// with we So of Bak 
 PHEGY; and the FRESH; AP BACK that Dr. 
Miadaleton has made upon us, from Rar 
QyarTER, And indeed, I ſſiall not; 
partly. becauſe; PROPyror and Min ex 
ure % neatly connected. that when once 
the PRESENT Poix . is fixed, the or HEA 
will almoſt neeeſſarily follo vj bat chiefly 
becauſe: Nis Province already belongs 
to THAT »{ELVSTRI9US) PAELATE; Who 
has a w/able Superiority over Dr. Middieton 
in every, Ari, both of ſolid Reaſoning: and 
many Eloquence ;\ that if TuIs Sukrer 
fails in ſuch Hands as ęſe, one may fairly 
ptoneunce, that Chriſtiany is inated in 
Danger; and Dr. Midaleton will have 
the Pleaſure, like Sampſon, in the loft 
Scene of his Life, of pulling abun the 
TEMPLE of CnRIs , out of Pigur to the 
Cbriſtians, for not e op 4 Flac 

gf Diſtinction 1 ers: e 
Not indeed, that thee of this Parallel 
ill hold good, or that Dr. Mid 
can 


* iS. 
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can expect, that #1s LasT Lanours ſhould 
cloſe with that vaſt Applauſe and Re- 


nown, which was ſo juſtly paid to the 


CHAMPION of IsRAEL ; not only, becauſe 
there will always be ſome ſenſible Dif- 
ference between the Cavs: of ' DagGox, 
and of 'Cnz1sT; but becauſe the trivial 
Diſappointment, on the Score of Prxtrer- 
MENT, Can never call for ſuch fierce and 
implacable Reſentment, as the Loſs of 
r and Staongr. S 

And though perhaps the rd and Jas 
guinary Act of even SAMPSON HIMSELF, 


de not in all Reſpects juſtifiable ; yet, cer- 


tainly, that moſt" exceptionable Part in his 
PUBLIC PETITION to the Almighty, where 
he prays to be avenged of the"Philiftians, 

his Enemies, for his 1 o Eyes, muſt al- 


ways be thought to carry with it a greater 


Propriety and Grace, than that Part in 
the sECRET one of Dr. Middleton; where 
he wiſhes to be avenged of the Chriſtians, 
bis Brethren, for Two PREBEN DS, or Twb 


Lavixcs ; that is, for the want of hoſe 
* ing Attainments, or Diſtinct ions, which 


ee is l n e nor 
e enn 2 Happipeſs 
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„ ( 39) 1 
Happineſs in one Man to have, nor Im- 
perfection nor Miſery in another to want. 

J am, 

Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt fincere Mell wiſber, &c. 
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